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Pakistan’s coming tryst with self-determination.
The US National Intelligence Council 2008 report on “Global Trends 2025” is a trifle apocalyptic, but sums it up well: “The future of Pakistan is a wildcard in considering the trajectory of neighboring Afghanistan. Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier Province and tribal areas probably will continue to be poorly governed and the source or supporter of cross-border instability. If Pakistan is unable to hold together until 2025, a broader coalescence of Pashtun tribes is likely to emerge and act together to erase the Durand Line, maximizing Pashtun space at the expense of the Punjabis in Pakistan and the Tajiks and others in Afghanistan.”
Introductory

One of the biggest consequences of the European domination of the world during the 18th, 19th and a major part of the 20th centuries was the creation of states that generally ignored nationality, ethnicity, tradition, history and geography as a basis of formation. Few of the new states created in Africa and Asia are nation states in the true sense, in the manner Germany or France, or even smaller countries like Holland, Sweden or Hungary are. In Africa colonialism created nationalities that cut through traditional tribal homelands and incorporated them into boundaries thought to be either defensible or manageable. In the Middle East, Jordan, Iraq, Syria and Kuwait were created out of one Arab province of the Ottoman Empire by the Anglo-French duo of Mark Sykes and Georges Picot.
 

Closer home, modern Afghanistan was formed as a consequence of the irrational fears induced by the Great Game.
  The India that emerged after independence while being multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-denominational and geographically diverse nevertheless was united by a strong and shared civilizational underpinning. Another unifying factor would undoubtedly be the fact that the Hindu majority was able to assert itself politically for the first time in a thousand years by choosing a liberal democracy as its form of government.  The advent of Pakistan
 was an entirely different story.

The greatest irony about Pakistan was that it was initially sought by influential sections of the Muslim elite in Bihar and what is now Uttar Pradesh.
 When Pakistan came into being the vast majority of Muslims residing in what is now India stayed back and a Muslim homeland was fashioned out of Punjab, Sind, East Bengal and an unwilling North West Frontier Province (NWFP), which actually voted against the separatist Muslim League in the 1946 elections.
 The British administered Tribal Agencies (now FATA) did not vote.
 Baluchistan at that time consisted of the independent state of Kalat ruled by the Khan, and the Quetta region that was leased by the British in 1876.
 Gwadar and most of the Makran district in what is now in the Balochistan Province of Pakistan, was under the control of the Sultan of Muscat, who relinquished it to Pakistan only in 1958.
 Pakistan occupied Kashmir (POK), the so-called Azad Kashmir, was forcibly occupied by tribal Lashkars launched at the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir by the Pakistan Army in 1948. 

Thus four of the present Pakistan’s provinces did not partake in the politics of separation espoused by MA Jinnah, its founding father. Of the two main provinces of Pakistan, Sind feels swamped by the Punjabi majority and many of the Indian Muslims who migrated and came to be known as Mohajirs
 clearly have second thoughts. The Pashtuns living in present day Pakistan and present day Afghanistan have time and again expressed their yearnings to unite as one and not be divided by the Durand Line.
 Baluchistan has never reconciled to its annexation by Pakistan and the aspiration to be independent has frequently erupted into armed struggle. Punjab is Pakistan’s dominant region and accounts for about three fifths of its population and an even more disproportionate part of its GDP.
 

The Pakistani case for Kashmir no longer rests on religion; the Bengali rebellion and secession in 1971 did in that argument. It now rests upon the more exalted principle of self-determination. That is what their friends abroad and even in India wax eloquent about. The Pakistanis no longer harp about Indian perfidies in Junagadh and Hyderabad. Free elections, full integration and the sheer fact of Hindus being the major community in these two onetime princely states has put paid to that. But Kashmir still dogs us. It is predominantly Muslim and the demand for self-determination has us confused. Isn’t that what democracy is all about? But the irony here is that Pakistan is making out to be the champion of self-determination when its own people do not often enjoy democratic rights. The three pillars upon which the Pakistani state rests are still Allah, Army and America.
 The people of Pakistan do not figure in this scheme at all. The Pakistani leaders want a diplomatic engagement with us on Jammu and Kashmir again. Their Prime Minister has once again donned the cloak of democracy that hangs outside Gen. Ashraff Kiyani’s bunker. But we must not shirk from talking about self-determination with them. It’s a two edged sword and cuts both ways.

The Indian Prime Minister, whether by design or inadvertently, has put Baluchistan on the Indo-Pak agenda. But why stop at Baluchistan? Just as Baluchistan was annexed by Pakistan in 1948, the British annexed the Pashtun homelands that now make up the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) and the Federally Administered Tribal Agencies (FATA) just seventy years before they departed from the sub-continent.
 It’s a pity few in India know what really Pakistan is all about. Ever since it came into being successive governments dared not refer to the NWFP and FATA as Pashtunistan or Pakhtunwa or anything that that would phonetically confer upon them a sub-nationality within Pakistan.
 As it is in the case of Punjab, Sind and Baluchistan. Only in early 2010 it was renamed Khyber Pakhtunkhwa after persistent demands, but only after it was hyphenated with Khyber. Now let’s go back a bit into the past before we attempt to undo the present.

I

In 1886 a Russian army fresh from its conquest of the Oasis of Merv, in today’s Turkmenistan, occupied the Panjdeh Oasis near Herat.
 It was also the time of The Great Game. Britain immediately warned Russia that any further advance towards Herat would be considered as inimical to British Indian interests. As a consequence of the May 1879 Treaty of Gandamak after the Second Afghan War, Britain had taken control of Afghanistan’s foreign affairs.
 This treaty also gave Britain control over traditional Pashtun territory west of the Indus including Peshawar and the Khyber Pass. After the Panjdeh incident a joint Anglo-Russian boundary commission, without any Afghan participation, fixed the Afghan border with Turkestan, which was the whole of Russian Central Asia, now Kirghizistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Thus as a consequence of the competition between Britain and Russia, a new country, the Afghanistan we know today, was created to serve as the buffer.

In 1893, Sir Mortimer Durand,
 began work on delineating Afghanistan’s eastern border with India. The poetess Marya Mannes
 wrote: “Borders are scratched across the hearts of men/ by strangers with a calm, judicious pen/ and when the borders bleed we watch with dread/ the lines of ink across the map turn red.” The cartographer’s pen moved nonchalantly across the Pashtun homeland, drawing a new border disregarding history, tradition and tribal affinities. The line ran remorselessly through homes, villages, fields, common lands and grazing grounds, and dividing tribes and even families. Thus those whom God hath joined together were put asunder by man. 

Sir Olaf Caroe who served in British India’s North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) from 1916 to 1934, and who was the last British governor of the NWFP in 1946-47, is also the author of The Pathans, described as the locus classicus of Pathan history.
 Caroe emphatically states that historically Pashtuns/Pakhtuns/Pathans and Afghans refer to the same people. The Pashtuns, who live east of the Durand line live in the mountainous areas and are made up of tribes such as the Afridis, Orakzais, Shinwaris, Bangash and Turis. West of the Khyber, in today’s Afghanistan, live the Pashtuns consisting mainly of two great tribes – the Durranis also known as Abdalis and the Ghilzais. 

In 1901 the British created the NWFP de-linking Pathan lands from Afghanistan and Punjab. They further divided NWFP into the settled districts that were directly administered by the British and five autonomous Tribal Agency areas ruled by local chieftains but with British Agents keeping an eye on them, as in the Indian princely states.
 From the very beginning the Durand Line was not an international border but a line of control. The Simon Commission Report
 of 1930 stated quite explicitly: “British India stopped at the boundary of the administered area.”

Despite this candid assertion in 1947 the British handed over the five autonomous Tribal Agencies to Pakistan after sponsoring an acquiescing tribal loya jirga.
 The Afghan government immediately objected to this stating that the five Tribal Agencies belonged to the same category as the 562 Indian princely states which were each given three options of joining India, Pakistan or remaining independent. But to no avail. Pakistan continued the tradition of allowing the Tribal Agencies to administer themselves and did not send any administrators or police or military into the area till it began sending its military in conjunction with US forces in pursuit of Taliban and Al Qaeda terrorists.

Centralized rule over all the peoples living in this area, which was first established by Ahmad Shah Abdali later Durrani
, devolved upon Amir Abdur Rahman (1880-1901)
 when it was created as a buffer state between the Russian and British empires. Abdur Rahman was Bismarckian in his methods and used the most ruthless methods to forge a new nation. In the course of his twenty-year rule of almost continuous warfare he managed to create an Afghan nation, albeit somewhat truncated, bound by one law and one rule. He ruled with the help of an annual subsidy of Rs.1.2 million from the British was later raised to Rs.1.8 million in 1893. Lord Curzon who visited Amir Abdur Rahman in 1894 in his winter palace in Peshawar wrote: “No previous Sovereign had ridden the wild Afghan steed with so cruel a bit, none had given so large a measure of unity to the kingdom; there was not in Asia or in the whole world a more fierce or uncompromising despot.”

In 1901, Abdur Rahman’s son, Habibullah,
 succeeded him. When he informed Curzon of his accession, the Viceroy coolly informed him that the treaty with his father was a “personal” one and that a new treaty had to be considered. Habibullah responded to this chicanery by insisting that a new treaty should also acknowledge his status as the sovereign ruler of Afghanistan and its “dependencies” quite clearly suggesting that he did not consider the Durand Line as an international frontier and that it was merely, in today’s parlance, a line of control (LOC). The British quickly agreed to resume the subsidy and also pay the arrears. Soon after the First World War broke out a joint Turkish and German mission visited Kabul and promised the Amir a huge quantity of arms and 20 million sterling in gold in return for stirring up trouble among the Muslims in Central Asia and India.  Armed with this Habibullah tried to bargain with the British for his neutrality for return of control over Afghan foreign policy and “dependencies”. He was assassinated in February 1919 and not surprisingly the identity of his assassins was never established.

His son Amanullah
 succeeded Habibullah. In May 1919 Amanullah began what the Afghans called their “War of Independence”, now generally called the Third Anglo-Afghan War. Afghan forces crossed the Durand Line into the NWFP. Tribesmen on both sides of the Durand Line rallied to the Afghan cause. But the Afghans ran into a new weapon. Fighter aircraft, which dropped bombs on Kabul and Jalalabad and soon the Afghan appetite for war was somewhat squelched. The Treaty of Rawalpindi that followed gave the Afghans control over their foreign affairs but the NWFP and the Tribal Agencies remained in British India.

In the Civil War that resulted as a result of Amanullah’s attempt to hurriedly modernize Afghanistan, the British supported Gen. Nadir Khan who quickly seized Kabul and proclaimed himself the ruler in 1929. But Nadir Khan did not live long and was assassinated in 1933 by a former student of the Amania School, which was the hotbed of the nationalist movement in Afghanistan. The main objective of this movement was the recovery of territory across the Durand Line. Zahir Shah took over next and ruled till 1973 when his cousin and brother-in-law, the former Prime Minister Sardar Daoud Khan, ousted him. 

Nadir Khan’s son, Zahir Shah, was only 19 when he became King. Though he reigned, it was his father’s brothers who governed. Some historians call this the avuncular period. This period ended in 1953 when Daoud Khan,
 the Kings cousin and brother-in-law took over as Prime Minister. Daoud Khan was a nationalist committed as much to the recovery of lost territory as he was to modernizing Afghanistan.  The advent of Daoud also coincided with the advent of John Foster Dulles who was no less committed to the single-minded pursuit of the “containment” of the Soviet Union, as Daoud was to the Pashtunistan issue. 

In 1954 Pakistan joined the SEATO
 and CENTO (Baghdad Pact)
 military alliances, more to gain military and political meant support against India rather than any commitment to US policy of containment. Daoud too had sought military and economic assistance from the USA. But with Pakistan as its chosen ally, the USA turned its back on Afghanistan. Daoud then turned to Russia for assistance. The Cold War in this remote part of the world now became a confrontation for the recovery of lost Afghan territories as a result of unequal treaties imposed by Britain. In September 1960 the irritations manifested into a crisis when Afghanistan and Pakistan went to war and a year later the Afghan government snapped diplomatic ties with Pakistan and closed the border to it. 

It pushed Afghanistan closer to the Soviet Union and dependent upon it for essentials like food and energy. It fostered closeness to Russia that would sow the seeds for the future Communist takeover of Afghanistan as thousands of civil and military officials went to the USSR for training and many were converted to the communist ideology. The disastrous effects of the closed border cost Daoud his job in 1963. It was ten years before Daoud came to power again by deposing Zahir Shah. Once again Daoud revived the Pashtunistan issue. The 1971 break up of Pakistan created stirrings for separation in Baluchistan
 as well and a training camp for Baluchi fighters was set up in Kandahar. Bhutto retaliated with bomb blasts in Kabul and Jalalabad. But Daoud fell out with Russia’s Leonid Brezhnev in 1977 and the Communists toppled him the following year.

 In 1979 the new Afghan government formally repudiated the Durand Line. But the Cold War lines were drawn and modern history’s longest period of continuous war ensued. For the 30 years since Afghanistan has been beset by a cruel and callous war, the like the modern age has not seen. Afghans are now seeking to determine their own future. But the Pashtuns still remain a divided people by an arbitrary Line of Control scratched across the heart of their nation. 

In the recent times Afghan and Pakistani forces now in the Tribal Agencies ostensibly in pursuit of Al Qaeda, have clashed at various places along the Durand Line. It is now only a question of times before the demand for the reunification all their people becomes a rallying call for the Pashtun nation. Even the internal dynamics within Afghanistan now demand it. There is much unfinished business here. 

II

Now let’s take the case of Baluchistan where the Pakistanis have accused India of fomenting the insurgency and a charge our Prime Minister has made credible by acquiescing to place it on the Indo-Pak agenda. 

The Pakistani province of Baluchistan is a mountainous desert area of about 3.5 lakh sq.kms and has a population of over 7.5 million or about as much as Jammu and Kashmir’s population. It borders Iran, Afghanistan and its southern boundary is the Arabian Sea with the strategically important port of Gwadar on the Makran coast commanding approach to the Straits of Hormuz. It also has huge oil and gas reserves. Quetta is the capital of Baluchistan, the population here now consists of Baluch and Pashtu speaking Afghans, and from time to time Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar. Like the Kurds, the Baluch are also a people ignored by the makers of modern political geography. There is also the Iranian province of Sistan and Baluchestan spread over an area of 1.82 lakh sq.kms. and with a population of over 2.5 million Baluch. Its capital is Zahedan.

Through most of their history the Baluch administered themselves as a loose tribal confederacy. The Baluch are an ancient people. In 325 BC, after his abortive India campaign, as Alexander made his way back to Babylon through the Makran Desert, his Greeks suffered greatly at the hands of marauding Baluchi's.
 The legend has it that they originally came from near Aleppo in Syria and there is much linguistic evidence to suggest that they belong to the same Indo-European sub-group as the Persians and Kurds. They came into Islam under the shadow of the sword of Muhammad bin Qasim’s conquering Arab army in 711 AD. Whatever be their origins, by 1000 AD they were well settled in their present homeland. The poet Firdausi records them in the Persian epic, the Shahnama or Book of Kings, thus: “Heroic Baluches and Kuches we saw/ like battling rams all determined on war.” As relatively late arrivals in the region, the Baluchi’s had to battle earlier occupants of the lands such as the Brahui tribes who still abound around Kalat. The Brahui language belongs to the Dravidian family of languages and is close to Tamil.
 The Brahui’s are the only Dravidian survivors in northern India, after the Aryan invasion.

A restless people, the Baluchi’s naturally pushed eastwards towards the more fertile regions watered by the Indus River, but were halted by the might of the Mughals. But we still have reminders of the many Baluchi incursions in the names of the towns like Dera Ghazi Khan and Dera Ismail Khan in the Punjab and NWFP. Unlike the Dravidians of Mohen-jo-daro and Harappa who disappeared without a trace, the Brahui’s made one last hurrah when they asserted their power in Kalat. By the 18th century Kalat was the dominant power in Baluchistan and the Khan of Kalat was the ruler of the entire region. But the Brahui’s paid for it by getting assimilated into the majority Baluchis. Brahui language still survives in small pockets but only by just. My late father who served in British India’s Defence Services Staff College at Quetta in the early 1940’s would often tell me of hearing the local tribesmen serving in the Staff College speaking a language that sounded remarkably like Tamil! A few years ago, I ran into a bunch of school kids from Kalat at the National Museum in Karachi and they were amused that I knew that uru meant village, arisi meant rice and tanni meant water even to me from distant southern India.

The British first came to the region in 1839 on their way to Kabul when they sought safe passage. But problems soon arose and the British attacked Kalat, killed the ruler Mir Mehrab Khan and captured it.
 In 1841 they appointed a successor and entered into a treaty with Kalat. In the wake of Lord Auckland’s disastrous invasion of Afghanistan, the British annexed Sind in a mood that Mountstuart Elphinsone said was “of a bully who had been kicked in the streets and then goes home to beat the wife in revenge!” The British annexed Sind in 1843 from the Talpur Mirs, a Baluchi dynasty.
 On June 27, 1839 Ranjit Singh died and within ten years his great prophecy on being shown a map with British possessions in India in “ek din sab laal ho jayega!” came to be true. After the formal surrender of the Sikhs on March 29, 1849 and the annexation of Punjab, the British now had a long border with the Baluchis. But learning from their disastrous experience with the Afghans they generally preferred to keep out of harms way and seemingly took cognizance of Baluchi assurances of the inviolability of their borders.

In 1876, the British however forced another treaty on the Baluchis and forced the Khan of Kalat to lease salubrious Quetta to them. The Khan’s writ still ran over Baluchistan, but now under the watchful but benign eye of a British minister. That the Khan of Kalat was not considered another insignificant prince was in the fact that he was accorded a 19-gun salute like the Jaipurs and Jodhpurs. With security assured and largely unfettered domestic power the Khans led lavish and often eccentric lifestyles. One Khan collected shoes, and to ensure the safety of his collection had all the left shoes locked in a deep dungeon of his fort in Kalat!

Whatever the whimsicalities of the Khans of Kalat, like the rulers of Hyderabad and Kashmir, they enjoyed the greatest degree of autonomy possible under the system established by the British as long as whimsy was within reason and not inimical to British interests. This arrangement prevailed till 1947. The urge to be independent rulers burned equally bright in all three of them. The Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, went further than Hari Singh of Kashmir and Osman Ali Khan of Hyderabad. He declared independence, while the other two dithered and allowed events to overtake them.
 Unlike in Hyderabad, it was apparent that the population largely supported the Khan. The Baluchis like the Pathans of NWFP were not too enthused with the idea of Pakistan. In the NWFP the separatist Muslim League led by Mohammed Ali Jinnah was actually rejected in elections. Yet eight months after the Khan’s assertion of independence the Pakistanis forcibly annexed Baluchistan. But Baluchi aspirations for an independent state were not quelled completely. In 1973 a war of independence broke out in Baluchistan. Indira Gandhi was quick to provide assistance.

For five long years there was total war. At its peak the Baluchis raised a force of 55000 combatants. Nearly six Pakistan Army divisions were deployed to fight them. The Pakistan Air Force was also extensively used and its Mirage and Sabre fighter jets carried out strikes all over rural Baluchistan. Widespread use of napalm has also documented by scholars like Robert Wirsing of the University of Texas and Selig Harrison.
 Iran too joined in the military action and Huey Cobra helicopter gunships of its Army Aviation were widely used. By the time the last pitched battle was fought in 1978 5000 Baluchi fighters and 3000 Pakistani soldiers had died. Civilian casualties were many times that. The Baluchi war for independence was crushed, but the aspirations still flicker.

Speaking at the 57th session of the Commission of Human Rights at Geneva between March 9- April 27, 2001, Mehran Baluch, a prominent Baluch leader said: “Our tragedy began in 1947, immediately after the creation of Pakistan. The colonialist army of Pakistani Punjab forcibly occupied Kalat at gunpoint.” Even now a struggle continues in Baluchistan. On June 10, 2010 Mehran Baluch, son of the legendary Baluch leader Nawab Khair Baksh Marri speaking at a conference organized by Interfaith International at Geneva said: “In the latest moves, Pakistan dispatched tens of thousands of non-Baloch mostly Punjabi soldiers to Dasht and Gwadar areas to create scare in people’s hearts about the military might of Pakistan. Five brigades of Pakistan army, totaling 15,000 mercenary soldiers, were already busy conducting a military operation in the Dera Bugti and adjoining areas alone.

They are using U.S. supplied gunship helicopters and most advanced weaponry against my people. Thousands of Baloch civilians have left their homes in the area out of fear for their lives. The Pakistani occupation troops are illegally targeting civilians and looting fuel from their vehicles at gunpoint, Daily Tawar reported.

However, let me assure whosoever matters that the armed boys of Pindi and Islamabad – who are also called the Taliban in uniform — will have to respect the concept of mine and thine as the Baloch people are resolved to undo the Pakistani conquest of their homeland on March 27, 1948.

The Baloch homeland will not remain a ballistic missile and nuclear testing ground forever, because when the desire of freedom makes its place in the heart of the masses it becomes a material force no power on earth can defeat. The 20 million Baloch people shall prevail.”

After the killing of Akbar Khan Bugti, other leading Baluchi leaders like Sardars Attaullah Mengal and Mahmood Khan Achakzai, and Nawab Khair Baksh Marri, heads of the three great Baluch clans, have been leading protests over the economic exploitation of the regions great natural resources to the exclusion of the local people. Marri and hundreds of his supporters are under arrest. 

Consequently today there are at least 80,000 Pakistani soldiers at the cantonment in Quetta, 10,000 in Khuzdar and 5,000 in Sibi. Overall there are more than 150,000 Pakistan military troops in Baluchistan, while there are at least 43,000 non-Baluch Frontier Constabulary militiamen all over Baluchistan plus 15,000 men of the Sind Rifles on Baluchistan’s borders with Sind, who have also been mobilized against the Baluch political resistance.
Till 1977 the Indira Gandhi government actively worked for the democratic aspirations of the Baluchis and Pathans. Baluchi fighters were trained in the deserts of Rajasthan. We also provided them with financial and diplomatic assistance. With Bangladesh free, Indira Gandhi reckoned that Sind, Baluchistan and Pashtunistan should follow. After her electoral defeat in 1977, Vajpayee as the Janata government’s Foreign Minister made his first misguided and woolly-headed attempt to normalize relations with Pakistan. We now remember Lahore as his first, but that is not correct. Indian support to the various movements struggling for self-determination in Punjabi dominated Pakistan was withdrawn. The Sindhi refugee LK Advani did not protest even when the Jiye Sind movement of GM Syed was betrayed. He was quite pleased with being able to go to his hometown of Karachi and visit his old school. 

Vajpayee’s assurances to Zia, the man who initiated the policy of “death by a thousand cuts” to destroy India, ensured that the Baluchis were forced to leave their camps in Rajasthan and all financial, military and diplomatic assistance was cut. Even though the Janata regime did not last very long, the damage was done. The Gujral doctrine drove the final nail into that policy. Now that the Prime Minister has put into his mouth what should have been firmly planted on the ground, if the Pakistanis insist on talking to us about self-determination for Kashmir, let’s then also talk self-determination for Baluchistan.

Finally.

What will happen in Afghanistan after the Americans withdraw? That the USA will leave Afghanistan is certain. That it will do so within the next couple of years is also as certain. The only question that remains is how long will it remain engaged with Afghanistan and the war on terror that it has decided is now mostly confined to the rugged Pathan homelands? The Russians officially withdrew from Afghanistan when they signed a peace accord on April 14, 1988 in Geneva with the Afghan government, Pakistan and the United States. The agreement included “non-interference” articles supposedly protecting Afghanistan’s sovereignty and right to self-determination.
 Till the attempted coup d’état in august 1991 leading to the final collapse of the USSR in towards the end 1991, the Russians continued to pour in money and material amounting to almost $300 million a month. Najibullah’s government kept fighting beating back onslaughts on Jalalabad, Herat and Kandahar. After Mikhail Gorbachev resigned on Christmas day in 1991, Russian funding ceased almost immediately. Consequently in February 1992, Abdul Rashid Dostum turned against Najibullah and allied with Ahmed Shah Massoud. The end was at hand for Najibullah. On April 15 1992 he was stopped at Kabul airport as he tried to flee the country. 

The point is that as long money kept flowing in, and $300 million a month is an amazing burn rate even by today’s standards, Najibullah was able to retain control over the government in Kabul. How long Hamid Karzai keeps going after the US withdrawal really depends on how long the purse strings will be open. There are something’s even America cannot afford these days. The Americans shift priorities with great alacrity. In the mid-1960s, Vietnam seemed to most Americans to be a vital national interest; a decade later few thought it had been one. The victorious Communists in Vietnam now seek to enter the capitalistic world market economy. The USS George Washington was off Danang in August 2010 
on a friendly mission, while the guided missile destroyer John S. McCain made a port call to Danang. One can be fairly sure that in time Afghanistan will too recede into the farthest corner of the USA’s collective memory. There will be other battles and each generation will be suitably blooded in one.

With the USA tightening its purse strings the country will be once again wracked by a full-scale by a civil war and a great struggle to control Kabul. The bets will have to be on the predominantly Pashtun Taliban. The Taliban effectively controls large swathes of territory in the traditional Pashtun homelands west of the Durand Line. Ever paranoid about India and then about Russia, Pakistan spurred a spurious need for “strategic depth”
 will almost certainly go all out to defeat the Northern Alliance, which had once before fought the Taliban to a halt short of Bagram and with its allies held off the Taliban from a wide arc of territory spanning from Mazhar-e-Sharif to Herat. As far as one can see now it seems inevitable that once again the Taliban will rule an Afghanistan that is mostly the Pashtun territory west of the Durand Line with its capital in Kabul. Then what? There is a Pashtun Taliban in NWFP and FATA that is even now waging a jihad against Pakistan. Whatever else the Pakistani military may want, it doesn’t want a talibanized Pakistan. And how long will it be before the two Pashtun Taliban’s unite to become one nation once again?
History, however much we may try to deny or distort it has a way of repeating itself.  One lesson of recent history is the assertion of nationality as a unifying theme. Religion is apparently not enough of a glue to hold diverse nations together. Pakistan should know. Religion did not prevent it from splitting once before. Communism, that great dogma of the modern era, too could not hold countries together. The USSR and Yugoslavia do not exist anymore. What holds countries together are shared aspirations, a common perception of history and the liberal freedoms of a modern democracy. India’s founding fathers chose well. They did not deny the past, nor did they seek to deny anyone of their rightful place under the sun. That is not possible under the scheme of Pakistan. India chose the less traveled path and in the end it made all the difference.
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� The Sykes-Picot agreement is a secret understanding concluded in May 1916, during World War I, between Great Britain and France, with the assent of Russia, for the dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire. The agreement led to the division of Turkish-held Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and Palestine into various French and British-administered areas. The agreement took its name from its negotiators, Sir Mark Sykes of Britain and Georges Picot of France.


� The Great Game is a term used for the strategic rivalry and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_war_(general_term)"��conflict� between the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire"��British Empire� and the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire"��Russian Empire� for supremacy in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia"��Central Asia�. The classic Great Game period is generally regarded as running approximately from the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Gulistan"��Russo-Persian Treaty of 1813� to the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Russian_Convention_of_1907"��Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907�. A second, less intensive phase followed the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolshevik_Revolution"��Bolshevik Revolution� of 1917. The Great Game dwindled down after �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��United Kingdom�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States"��United States� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia"��Russia�, became �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II"��Allies of World War II�. The term "The Great Game" is usually attributed to �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Conolly"��Arthur Connolly� (1807–1842), an �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence_officer"��intelligence officer� of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company"��British East India Company�'s Sixth Bengal Light Cavalry. It was introduced into mainstream consciousness by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��British� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novelist"��novelist� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling"��Rudyard Kipling� in his novel �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kim_(novel)"��Kim�(1901).


�http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ �HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-hughes/balkanizing-pakistan-a-co_b_635950.html"��Balkanizing Pakistan: A Collective National Security Strategy� by �HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-hughes"��Michael Hughes�, Geopolitical journalist: “But then, there is a certain hypocrisy inscribed in the very origins and nature of "Pakistan". The name is no more than an acronym, confected in the 1930s at Cambridge University by a NW Muslim propagandist named Chaudhri Rahmat Ali. It stands for Punjab, Afghania, Kashmir, and Indus-Sind, plus the suffix "-stan," meaning "land." In the Urdu tongue, the resulting word means "Land of the Pure." The country is a cobbling together of regional, religious, and ethnic nationalisms, and its founding, in 1947, resulted in Pakistan's becoming, along with Israel, one of the two "faith-based" states to emerge from the partitionist policy of a dying British colonialism. Far from being a "Land of the Pure," Pakistan is one of the clearest demonstrations of the futility of defining a nation by religion, and one of the textbook failures of a state and a society.”


� Pakistan Movement or Tehrik-e-Pakistan has its origins in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh (present day Uttar Pradesh). In 1909, the British allowed their subjects elect part of their Legislative Councils. This move added further to the fears of marginalization among Muslims as they made up only 20% of the population of British India and, to make matters worse, only a small number of them (20%) even bothered to vote (1881 census). The provinces where the Muslims were a minority were the most alarmed, particularly those belonging to the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh as the Muslim elite there had the most to lose. In the United Provinces, Muslims made up only 13.4% of the population but held 45% of the civil service jobs. 


The role of the graduates from Aligarh in creating the Muslim League and then taking part in the Khilafat movement shows the significance of UP Muslims in the origin of Muslim separatist ideas in India. These Muslims actually had a sense of Muslim identity. Separatist feelings among Muslims developed not due to discrimination but because the Muslim elite of UP saw their influence being challenged by the Hindu elite who benefited from their much more speedy integration into the English medium education system and ability to use elections to further their cause.


� In NWFP, the Muslim League faced its hardest challenge yet. It had intense competition from Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan dubbed as the "Frontier Gandhi" due to his efforts in following in the footsteps of Gandhi. The popularity of the Congress, along with the strong Pakhtoons identity created by Ghaffar Khan in the cultural and the political arenas made life hard for the Muslim League. With the support of Ghaffar Khan, the Congress was able to contain the Muslim League to the non-Pakhtoon areas, particularly, the Hazara region. The Muslim League could only manage to win 17 seats, against the 30 won by Congress, in the 1946 elections.


� The Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) are a group of small administrative units in the northwest of Pakistan, lying between the NWFP and the neighboring Afghanistan. They comprise seven tribal agencies and six smaller frontier regions, with considerable autonomy from the rest of Pakistan.


� Baluchistan is the largest province by geographical area of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�, constituting approximately 43% of the total area of Pakistan. At the 1998 census, Baluchistan had a population of roughly 6.5 million. Covering a sizable portion of the country, it is Pakistan's largest province, as well as its poorest and least populated.


� In 1783, Oman’s Saiad Sultan took refuge in ZIK from where he went and sought asylum from Shah Nasir of Kalat, who doled him Gwadar out for sustenance until he usurped the Sultanate of Muscat in 1797 from his brother Saiad Said. From 1863 to 1879 Gwadar was the headquarters of a British Assistant Political Agent. Gwadar was a fortnightly port of call for the British India Steamship Navigation Company’s steamers and contained a combined Post & Telegraph Office. Sultan was the sovereign of Gwadar until 1955 when negotiations were held during the period of Ghulam Mohammad. A British adjudicator with Ch. Mohammad Ali representing Pakistani side decided that Pakistan should pay Rs. 55 crore, which were paid. Sultan Qaboos wanted that the same amount be returned to Pakistan for getting Gwadar back. The Agreement had two important clauses: (1) All Baluchistan would form catchment for Omani forces. Resultantly, Baluchis constituted a major part of Omani forces, and (2) Resources of Gwadar would be further developed. In 1955, Makran acceded to Pakistan and was made a district - Gwadar then, was not included in Makran. In 1958, Gwadar and its surrounding areas were reverted by Muscat to Pakistan. It was given the status of a Tarsal of Makran district. On July 01, 1977, Makran District was upgraded into a division and was divided into three districts of Turbat (now Kech since 1994-95), Panjgur and Gwadar. Gwadar became part of the sultanate of Muscat and Oman in 1797, and it was not until 1958 that the town and adjoining hinterland were given up by Oman to Pakistan.


� Mohajirs (also known as Urdu-speaking people) (is a term primarily used by and for those people of Pakistan who are predominantly native Urdu speaking Muslims who escaped from the partition riots in India and settled in West Pakistan after independence in 1947.


Mohajirs is an Arabic word-meaning immigrant or emigrant. In the Islamic calendar Hejira starts when the Muhammad and his companions left Mecca for Medina in what is known as Hejira. They were called Muhajirun. The Arabic root word for immigration and emigration is Hijrat.


� The Durand Line refers to the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border"��border� between �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"�� Pakistan�, which is poorly marked and approximately 2,640 kilometers (1,610 miles) long. It was established after the 1893 Durand Line Agreement between the Government of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism"��colonial� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj"��British India� (Pakistan was part of the British Indian empire) and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_monarchs_of_Afghanistan"��Afghan Amir� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdur_Rahman_Khan"��Abdur Rahman Khan� for fixing the limit of their respective �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spheres_of_influence"��spheres of influence�. It is named after �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortimer_Durand"��Henry Mortimer Durand�, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_of_State_for_Foreign_and_Commonwealth_Affairs"��Foreign Secretary� of British India at the time.


� The population of the province is estimated to be 69,593,586 [1] in 2009 and is home to over half the population of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�. The major language spoken in the Punjab is Punjabi and they comprise the largest ethnic group in country. Punjabi is the provincial language of Punjab. Punjab is Pakistan's second largest province at 205,344 sq. kms after �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balochistan_(Pakistan)"��Baluchistan�. The provincial capital and main city of the Punjab is Lahore, which has also been the historical capital of the region.


Its share of Pakistan's GDP has historically ranged from 51.8% to 54.7%. It is especially dominant in the service & agriculture sectors of Pakistan’s economy. With its contribution ranging from 52.1% to 64.5% of services Sector and 56.1% to 61.5% of agriculture. It is also major manpower contributor because it has largest pool of professionals and highly skilled manpower in Pakistan. It is also dominant in the manufacturing sector, though the dominance is not as huge, with historical contributions raging from a low of 44% to a high of 52.6%. 


� Shuja Nawaz is the author of Crossed Swords: Pakistan, Its Army, and the Wars Within, which was released in Pakistan and India by Oxford University Press in May 2008. He is a graduate of the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism and can be reached at www.shujanawaz.com “As Pakistan moved from being a newly post-colonial state (in the latter days of President Muhammad Ayub Khan’s rule) which represented a hybrid of the British Raj and Pakistan but in which Pakistan was an ally of the United States, to being a true post-colonial state (under President Zia-ul-Haq) which saw an attempt at forging a new national identity through forced Islamization of the army and state. It is still searching for its identity as a nation. Zia, for better or worse, tried to give it an autonomous identity based on his idea of Islam. The key factors at play in the country’s history eventually became three, sometimes conflicting, entities: the Army, America, and, more recently, Allah.”


� On November 12, 1893, Abdur Rahman Khan and Mortimer Durand agreed to go ahead with marking a boundary line between Afghanistan and British India. It is said that the two parties later camped at �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parachinar"��Parachinar� (now part of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federally_Administered_Tribal_Areas"��Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)� of Pakistan), which is a small town near �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khost"��Khost� in Afghanistan, for delimiting the frontier. There was no national consensus made in Afghanistan, and a majority of the population was unaware that their land was planned to be split in half permanently. The resulting Durand Line Agreement or Durand Line Treaty would ensure the carving out of a new province called �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa"��North-West Frontier Province (NWFP)� out of annexed areas from Afghanistan, which are currently part of Pakistan and includes FATA and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frontier_Regions"��Frontier Regions�. It also included the areas of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multan"��Multan�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mianwali"��Mianwali�, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahawalpur"��Bahawalpur�, and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ghazi_Khan"��Dera Ghazi Khan�. These areas were part of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durrani_Empire"��Afghan Empire� from 1747. The �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikh_Empire"��Sikhs� captured the frontier town of Peshawar in 1812, followed by the British in 1840. They were annexed with the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_(Pakistan)"��Punjab Province� of Pakistan as late as 1970, after one unit of Pakistan was dissolved by President �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahya_Khan"��Yahya Khan�, resulting in a shrunken NWFP, as it exists today.


� The province has an estimated population of roughly 21 million that does not include the almost 1.5 million �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghan_refugees"��Afghan refugees� and their descendants in the province. The largest ethnic group are the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtuns"��Pashtuns� who form about two-thirds of the population.


�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashto_language"��Pashto� is the most pervasive language while �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindko"��Hindko� is the second most commonly spoken indigenous language with many dialects. Pashto is predominant in western and southern parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and is the main language in most cities and towns including Peshawar. With an estimated 7.0 million ethnic Pashtuns, Karachi hosts one of the largest Pashtun populations in the world. �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindkowans"��Hindkowans� is mostly spoken in eastern parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazara_Division"��Hazara Division�, and especially in the cities of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbottabad"��Abbottabad�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansehra"��Mansehra�, and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haripur"��Haripur�.


In most rural areas of the centre and south various Pashtun tribes can be found including the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yousafzai"��Yusufzai�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanoli"��Tanoli�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daavi"��Daavi�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khattak"��Khattak�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gharghasht"��Gharghasht�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marwat"��Marwat�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afridi_(Pashtun)"��Afridi�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shinwari"��Shinwari�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orakzai"��Orakzai�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangash"��Bangash�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahsud"��Mahsud�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohmand"��Mohmand�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wazir_(Tribe)"��Wazir�, and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandapur"��Gandapur� as well as numerous other smaller tribes. Further north, the prominent Pashtun tribes are, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swati_(tribe)"��Swati�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakar"��Kakar�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tareen"��Tareen�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jadoon"��Jadoon� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mashwani"��Mashwani�. There are various non-Pashtun tribes including �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awan_(Pakistan)"��Awan�, Gujjar. The �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awan"��Awan� are believed to be of Arabic origin and are recognizably different from the rest of Pashtun and non-Pashtun majority. The mountainous extreme north includes the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chitral"��Chitral� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohistan"��Kohistan� districts that are home to diverse �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dardic_ethnic_groups"��Dardic ethnic groups� such as the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khowar"��Khowar�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohistani"��Kohistani�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shina"��Shina�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torwali"��Torwali�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalasha_of_Chitral"��Kalasha� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalami"��Kalami�.


� The Panjdeh Incident or Panjdeh Scare (Afghan Crisis or Battle of Kushka) was a military skirmish that occurred in 1885 when �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Russia"��Russian� forces seized �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghan� territory south of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amu_Darya"��Oxus River� around an �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oasis"��oasis� at �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panjdeh,_Afghanistan&action=edit&redlink=1"��Panjdeh� (modern �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serhetabat"��Serhetabat� in Turkmenistan ). Competing Russian and British interests in Central and South Asia had for years been the cause of a virtual �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_war_(general_term)"��cold war� known euphemistically as �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Game"��The Great Game�, and the Panjdeh Incident came close to triggering full-scale armed conflict.


Following the incident, the Anglo-Russian Boundary Commission was established to delineate the northern �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frontier"��frontier� of Afghanistan. The commission did not have any Afghan involvement, and effectively led to Afghanistan becoming a �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffer_state"��buffer state� between �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_India"��British India� and the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire"��Russian Empire�. The incident brought the southward expansion of Imperial Russia to a halt. The Russians founded the border town of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serhetabat"��Kushka� in the conquered territory; it was the southernmost settlement of both the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire"��Russian Empire� and the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union"��Soviet Union�.


� The Treaty of Gandamak officially ended the first phase of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Anglo-Afghan_War"��Second Anglo-Afghan War�. �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan� ceded various frontier areas to �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland"��Britain� to prevent invasion of further areas of the country. It was signed by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emir"��emir� of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_leaders_of_Afghanistan"��Afghanistan�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammad_Yaqub_Khan"��Mohammad Yaqub Khan� and Sir �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Louis_Napoleon_Cavagnari"��Pierre Louis Napoleon Cavagnari� representing the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire"��British� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Office"��Government of India� on 26 May 1879, at a British army camp near the village of Gandamak, about seventy miles east of Kabul, The treaty was ratified by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Edward_Robert_Bulwer_Lytton"��Lord Edward Robert Bulwer Lytton�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceroy_of_India"��Viceroy of India�, on 30 May 1879. Most historical writings consider the Treaty of Gandamak as the prelude to the second phase of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Anglo-Afghan_War"��Second Anglo-Afghan War�, 1879-1880.


� Abdur Rahman Khan ruled Afghanistan from 1880-1901. He modernized the country, formed a strong army, brought in foreign professionals and imported machinery. “Caught between the Russians and the British, Abdur Rahman turned his formidable energies to what turned out to be virtually the creation of the modern state of Afghanistan, while the British and the Russians, with the Afghans as bystanders, determined the borders of the Afghan State.” Russian forces seized the Merve Oasis inhabited by the Turcoman people in 1884. In 1885 they took possession of the Panjdeh Oasis. Afghan attempts to retake the territory failed. In 1886 the Anglo-Russian Boundary Commission agreed on a border along the Amu Darya River. The Russian-British agreement resulted in a permanent northern frontier, however, much territory was lost in the Panjdeh region.


� Sir Henry Mortimer Durand entered the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Civil_Service"��Indian Civil Service� in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1873"��1873�. During the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Anglo-Afghan_War"��Second Anglo-Afghan War� (1878-1880) he was Political Secretary at �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabul"��Kabul�. From 1884 to 1894, he was Foreign Secretary of India. The Durand Line refers to the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border"��border� between �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�, which is poorly marked and approximately 2,640 kilometers (1,610 miles) long. It was established after the 1893 Durand Line Agreement between the Government of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism"��colonial� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj"��British India� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_monarchs_of_Afghanistan"��Afghan Amir� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdur_Rahman_Khan"��Abdur Rahman Khan� for fixing the limit of their respective �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spheres_of_influence"��spheres of influence�. It is named after �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortimer_Durand"��Henry Mortimer Durand�, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_of_State_for_Foreign_and_Commonwealth_Affairs"��Foreign Secretary� of British India at the time. The single-page agreement which contains seven short �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article"��articles� was signed by H. M. Durand and Amir Abdur Rahman Khan, agreeing not to exercise interference beyond the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frontier"��frontier� line between Afghanistan and what was then colonial British India (now Pakistan)


� American writer and critic, known for her caustic but insightful observations of American life.


� The Pathans 550 B.C. -A.D. 1957 (OUP, Karachi, 1958), later by Routledge (December 15, 2000) ISBN-10: 0710306822; ISBN-13: 978-0710306821


� While the Afghan side greatly resented the border and viewed it as a temporary development, the British viewed it as being a permanent settlement. The North-West Frontier Province was formed on November 9, 1901, as a �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Commissioner"��Chief Commissioner� ruled province, the Chief Commissioner was the chief executive of the province. He ran the administration with the help of his principal advisers and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_servants"��Civil servants� better known as judicial and Revenue Commissioners.


The formal inauguration of the province took place five and half months later, at Shahi Bagh on April 26, 1902, on the occasion of the historical �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durbar_(court)"��Durbar� in the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shahi_Bagh&action=edit&redlink=1"��Shahi Bagh� (Kings Garden) in the capital town of Peshawar. It was held by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Curzon,_1st_Marquess_Curzon_of_Kedleston"��Lord Curzon� the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province. The province then comprised only five districts after dividing annexed areas from Afghanistan into FATA, Frontier Regions and the North-West Frontier Province and Southern �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_(British_India)"��Punjab�. North-West Frontier Province districts were �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peshawar_Division"��Peshawar District�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazara_Division"��Hazara District�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohat_District"��Kohat District�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bannu_District"��Bannu District� and the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District"��Dera Ismail Khan District�.


North-West Frontier Province was raised to a full-fledged governor-ruled province in 1931 in accordance with the demand by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Round_Table_Conferences_(India)"��Round Table Conference� held in 1931. It was agreed upon in the conference that the North-West Frontier Province would be raised to a governor-ruled province with its own �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Council"��Legislative Council�. �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Griffith_(governor)"��Sir Ralph Griffith� was appointed the first Governor in 1932 (having succeeded �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Pearks"��Stuart Pearks� as Chief Commissioner in 1931). Therefore, on January 25, 1932, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_India"��Viceroy� inaugurated the first North-West Frontier Province Legislative Council. The first provincial elections were held in 1937 and the independent candidate and noted British loyal civil servant �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahibzada_Abdul_Qayyum"��Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum� was elected as the province's first �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Chief_Ministers_in_Pakistan"��Chief Minister�.


� The Indian Statutory Commission was a group of seven �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��British� Members of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom"��Parliament� that had been dispatched to �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India"��India� in 1927 to study constitutional reform in that colony. It was commonly referred to as the Simon Commission after its chairman, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Simon,_1st_Viscount_Simon"��Sir John Simon�. The Commission published its 17-volume report in 1930. It proposed the abolition of diarchy and the establishment of representative government in the provinces. It also recommended that separate communal electorates be retained, but only until tensions between �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindus"��Hindus� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims"��Muslims� had died down.


� A loya jirga is a mass meeting usually prepared for major events such as choosing a new king, adopting a constitution, or discussing important national political or emergency matters as well as disputes in the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtun_people"��Pashtun� areas of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�.


� The central and Federal government of Pakistan only nominally controls the region. The President of Pakistan has the authority only to implement the rules in FATA. He appoints and nominates the Governor of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa who exercises the power of the president.


The Constitution of Pakistan Governs FATA through the same rules, which were left by British in 1901 as �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frontier_Crimes_Regulations"��Frontier Crimes Regulations� (FCR). The Jurisdiction of Supreme Court and High Court of Pakistan does not extend to FATA and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincially_Administered_Tribal_Areas"��Provincially Administered Tribal Areas� (PATA), according to Article 247 and Article 248, of existing 1973 Pakistan. The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Provincial Assembly has no power in FATA, and can only exercise its powers in PATA that are part of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. The assembly cannot implement the law directly as it can do in other parts of the province or Settled Areas of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.


This has created a political vacuum in FATA, Frontier Regions and PATA, which serves the interests of terrorists very well, as there is absence of various government departments like police, judiciary, local governments, and civic amenities. There are no �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Court"��High Courts� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court"��Supreme Courts� of Pakistan in Tribal Areas. According to journalist �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmed_Rashid"��Ahmed Rashid�, author of Descent into Chaos: The United States and the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia, it is in reality practically entirely controlled by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehrik-i-Taliban_Pakistan"��Pakistani Taliban�.


� The political history of Afghanistan begins in the 18th century with the rise of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtun_people"��Pashtun tribes� (known as Afghans in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language"��Persian�), when in 1709 the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotaki_dynasty"��Hotaki dynasty� established its rule in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kandahar"��Kandahar� and, more specifically, when �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Shah_Durrani"��Ahmad Shah Durrani� created the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durrani_Empire"��Durrani Empire� in 1747 - the last Afghan Empire and the forerunner of modern Afghanistan. By 1751, Ahmad Shah Durrani and his Afghan army conquered the entire present-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, Khorasan and Kohistan provinces of Iran, along with �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delhi"��Delhi� in India. He defeated the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikh"��Sikhs� of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maratha_Empire"��Maratha Empire� in the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_region"��Punjab region� nine times; one of the biggest battles was the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Panipat_(1761)"��1761 Battle of Panipat�. In October 1772, Ahmad Shah retired to his home in Kandahar where he died peacefully and was buried there.


� After the death of Amir Shir Ali Khan, Abdur Rahman Khan, who was living in Samarqand at the time, returned to Afghanistan and took the Afghan throne in 1880. The second Anglo-Afghan war ended soon after his arrival on the scene. The British recognized him as the Amir of Afghanistan, and later brokered various agreements with him, including the famous Durand Line, which marks the border between Afghanistan and today. He also agreed to give the British complete control over Afghanistan's foreign policy. In return the British supported him financially. Over time, he defeated his rivals and put down many rebellions. During his reign, Abdul Rahman centralized the government, and brought about various reforms. He also waged bloody wars with various minority ethnic groups in the country, which left thousands dead. He died in 1901.


� Habibullah Khan (June 3, 1872 – February 20, 1919) was the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emir"��Emir� of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan� from 1901 until 1919. He was born in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samarkhand"��Samarkand� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan"��Uzbekistan�, the eldest son of the Emir �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdur_Rahman_Khan"��Abdur Rahman Khan�, whom he succeeded by right of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primogeniture"��primogeniture� in October 1901. Habibullah was a relatively secular, reform-minded ruler who attempted to modernize his country.


� Amanullah Khan  (June 1, 1892 – April 25, 1960) was the ruler of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emirate_of_Afghanistan"��Emirate of Afghanistan� from 1919 to 1929, first as �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amir"��Amir� and after 1926 as �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah"��Shah�. He led Afghanistan to independence over its �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_affairs"��foreign affairs� from the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��United Kingdom�, and his rule was marked by dramatic political and social change. �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia"��Russia� had recently undergone its �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Revolution_of_1917"��Communist revolution�, leading to strained relations between the country and the United Kingdom. Amanullah Khan recognized the opportunity to use the situation to gain Afghanistan's independence over its foreign affairs. He led a surprise attack against the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire"��British� in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India"��India� on May 3, 1919, beginning the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Anglo-Afghan_war"��third Anglo-Afghan war�. After initial successes, the war quickly became a stalemate as the United Kingdom was still dealing with the costs of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I"��World War I�. An �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice"��armistice� was reached in 1921, and Afghanistan became an independent nation.


� Mohammed Daoud (Daud) Khan was appointed �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister"��Prime Minister� in September 1953 by his cousin (and brother-in-law) �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Zahir_of_Afghanistan"��King Zahir� in an intra-family transfer of power that involved no violence. His ten-year tenure was noted for his foreign policy turn to the Soviet Union, the completion of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helmand_River"��Helmand Valley� project, which radically improved living conditions in southwestern �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan�, and tentative steps towards the emancipation of women. Daud supported a nationalistic and one-sided reunification of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtun"��Pashtun� people with Afghanistan, but this would have involved taking a considerable amount of territory from the new nation of Pakistan and was in direct antagonism to an older plan of the 1950s whereby a confederation between the two countries was proposed. In 1961, as a result of Daoud's antagonistic policies and support to militias in areas along the Durand Line, Pakistan closed its borders with Afghanistan causing an economic crisis and greater dependence on the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USSR"��USSR�. The USSR became Afghanistan's principal trading partner and supplied it with fighter aircraft, tanks and artillery. 


On July 17, 1973, Daoud seized power from in a bloodless coup. Departing from tradition, Daoud did not proclaim himself �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah"��Shah�, establishing instead a �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic"��republic� with himself as the first �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Afghanistan"��President of Afghanistan� until his assassination on April 27, 1978, after a coup d'état resulting in the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saur_Revolution"��Saur Revolution� led by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism"��Communist� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Democratic_Party_of_Afghanistan"��People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan� (PDPA). Daoud and most of his family were shot in the presidential palace. 


� Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), alliance organized (1954) under the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty of September 8, 1954 by representatives of Australia, France, Great Britain, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, and the United States. Established under Western auspices after the French withdrawal from Indochina, SEATO was created to oppose further Communist gains in Southeast Asia. SEATO was dissolved on June 30, 1977.


� The Central Treaty Organization (also referred to as CENTO, original name was Middle East Treaty Organization or METO, also known as the Baghdad Pact) was adopted in 1955 by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran"��Iran�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq"��Iraq�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey"��Turkey�, and the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��United Kingdom�. It was dissolved in 1979.


� Emboldened by the secession of Bangladesh, the National Awami Party led leaders like Ataullah Mengal and Khan Wali Khan demanded greater �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomy"��autonomy� and provincial rights from Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who had become the new �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Pakistan"��President of Pakistan� following his predecessor Yahya Khan's �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resignation"��resignation� in December 1971, in return for a consensual agreement on Bhutto's �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_Constitution_of_1973"��Pakistan Constitution of 1973�. Bhutto, however, refused to negotiate on any terms whatsoever with chief minister �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ataullah_Mengal"��Ataullah Mengal� in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quetta"��Quetta� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mufti_Mahmud"��Mufti Mahmud� in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peshawar"��Peshawar�. The already significant �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_unrest"��civil unrest� now turned volatile as provincial tensions erupted. The subsequent 1970s Baloch insurgency was a separatist movement in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balochistan_(Pakistan)"��Baluchistan�, the largest �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province"��province� of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�, that engaged in a five-year conflict with the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_Army"��Pakistan Army� after then-�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Pakistan"��Prime Minister� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zulfikar_Ali_Bhutto"��Zulfikar Ali Bhutto� ordered a �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_operation"��military operation� in the region in 1973.


� 


� The Baluch and the Brahui - and their Rebellions by Tribal Analysis Center, 6610-M Mooretown Road, Box 159. Williamsburg, VA, 23188 “As of 1981, approximately half of the Baluch resided in Baluchistan Province. A high percentage resided in Punjab and Sind Provinces and Sistan va Baluchistan Province, Iran, and fewer lived in Nimruz, Helmand, Badghis, and Jowzjan Provinces, Afghanistan and the North- West Frontier Province, Pakistan. Some have migrated to the Middle East, primarily to Oman, and Baluch speakers can be found in Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. As of the early 1900s, one quarter of the population of Sind Province was estimated to be Baluch. As of the late 1800s, the Baluch held most of Dera Ghazi Khan District, Punjab Province. However, as of the early 1900s, the Baluch living to the east of the Indus River in Sind and Punjab no longer spoke the Baluchi language and had more or less assimilated with their neighbors.”


� From the 1st century to the 3rd century CE, the region was ruled by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paratarajas"��Pāratarājas�."Pārata Kings"), a dynasty of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Scythian"��Indo-Scythian� or �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Parthian"��Indo-Parthian� kings. The dynasty of the Pāratas is thought to be identical with the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradas"��Pāradas� of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabharata"��Mahabharata�, the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas"��Puranas� and other Indian sources.


�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus"��Herodotus� in 650 BCE describes the Paraitakenoi as a tribe ruled by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deiokes"��Deiokes�, a Persian king, in northwestern Persia (History I.101). �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arrian"��Arrian� describes how �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great"��Alexander the Great� encountered the Pareitakai in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bactria"��Bactria� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sogdiana"��Sogdiana�, and had them conquered by �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Craterus"��Craterus� (Anabasis Alexandrou IV). The �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periplus_of_the_Erythraean_Sea"��Periplus of the Erythraean Sea� (1st century CE) describes the territory of the Paradon beyond the Ommanitic region, on the coast of modern Baluchistan.


� Http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/77229/Brahui-language “Brahui isolated member of the �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/171083/Dravidian-languages"��Dravidian languages� that is spoken in south-central and western �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/438805/Pakistan"��Pakistan�. In the early 21st century more than two million people spoke Brahui. Brahui’s isolation from the other Dravidian languages (all of which are spoken in eastern, central, and southern India) has resulted in heavy borrowing from surrounding non-Dravidian languages, including �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/50822/Balochi-language"��Baluchi�, �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/545670/Sindhi-language"��Sindhi�, and �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/452817/Persian-language"��Persian�. In part because it is not a written language, Brahui is being displaced by neighboring languages. Many of its speakers are already bilingual.”


� The Brahui or Brohi are a distinct ethnic group of about 2.2 million people with the majority found in �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalat_District"��Kalat�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan"��Pakistan�, but also found in smaller numbers in neighboring �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan�, and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran"��Iran�. The Brahui’s are almost entirely �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim"��Muslim�, usually of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunni"��Sunni� sect. They are mentioned in the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghan_National_Anthem"��Afghan National Anthem� as an ethnic group of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan"��Afghanistan�. They are originally �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidians"��Dravidians� who speak the language �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahui"��Brahui�. �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahui"��Brahui� society is divided in tens of tribes, including the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirwani"��Mirwani�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangulzai_(tribe)"��Bangulzai�, Banulzai, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bizenjo"��Bizenjo�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Khurasani&action=edit&redlink=1"��Khurasani�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lango_(tribe)"��Langov�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lehri_(tribe)"��Lehri�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarparah"��Sarparah�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mengal"��Mengal�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammed_Hasni"��Muhammed Hasni�, Mohammad Shahi, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raisani"��Raisani�, Shahwani, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zagar_Mengal"��Zagar Mengal�, Sumulani, Yusufzai (�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dehwar"��Dehwar�) and Zarakzai (�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zehri"��Zehri�).


� www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/pakistan/baloch-brits.htm. In 1839, when the British army advanced through the Bolan Pass towards Afghanistan, the conduct of Mehrab Khan, the ruler of Baluchistan, was considered so treacherous and dangerous as to require " the exaction of retribution from that chieftain," and " the execution of such arrangements as would establish future security in that quarter." General Wilshire was accordingly detached from the army of the Indus with 1050 men to assault Kalat. A gate was knocked in by the field-pieces, and the town and citadel were stormed in a few minutes. Above 400 Baluchis were slain, among them Mehrab Khan himself; and 2000 prisoners were taken. An act, which has been described by Malleson as 'more than a grave error, a crime.' His son, Mir Nasir Khan II was later raised to the masnad by the tribesmen and regained possession of Kalat. 


� The British East India Company started its occupation of Sind at the time when Baluchi tribesmen of Dera Ghazi Khan ruled it. Most of them were Talpur (a branch of Laghari tribe), Laghari, Nizamani, Murree, Gopang and other Balochi tribesmen. Karachi was the first area in the province to be occupied by the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom"��British East India Company� in 1839. Four years later, most of the province (except for the State of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khairpur"��Khairpur�) was added to the Company's domain after victories at �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miani"��Miani� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dubbo"��Dubbo�. Many people helped the British in the conquest of Sind, including a Hindu government minister of Sind, Mir’s of Khairpur, Chandio Tribesmen, and Khosa Tribesmen. General �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_James_Napier"��Charles Napier� is said to have reported victory to his Governor General with a �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin"��Latin� one-word telegram, namely "Peccavi" – or "I have sinned (Sind)"', a pun which has found a permanent place in history.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.scribd.com/doc/99421/Baloch-Nationalism-Its-origin-and-development"��Baloch Nationalism: Its Origin and Development�, Taj Mohammad Breseeg, 2004. Under the partition agreement, reached shortly after Mountbatten published his June 3 Plan, most of Baluchistan had already joined Pakistan, by treaties or tribal referendum, but the Khan of Kalat, a state which was around 23% of modern Baluchistan, wanted to be the ruler of an independent, albeit land locked state. Eventually a Standstill Agreement was reached between the two parties and the British Viceroy. Following the talks, a communiqué was issued on August 11, 1947 stating that:


              1. The Government of Pakistan recognizes Kalat as an independent sovereign state in treaty relations with the British Government with a status different from that of other princely states.


              2. Legal opinion will be sought as to whether or not agreements of leases will be inherited by the Pakistan Government.


            3. Meanwhile, a Standstill Agreement has been made between the Government of Pakistan and the Khan of Kalat.


             4. Discussions will take place between Pakistan and Kalat at Karachi at an early date with a view to reaching decisions on Defence, External Affairs and Communications (currency was not mentioned as it was understood that the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistani_Rupee"��Pakistani Rupee� was to be used in Kalat, as a successor to its previous currency, the British Indian Rupee).


             Parliamentary elections were held in the state, in which the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalat_State_National_Party"��Kalat State National Party� won a majority. However, Baloch (or Kalat) nationalists insist that the government forced the Khan to sign the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instrument_of_Accession"��Instrument of Accession� on March 27, 1948. The move was condemned by the Kalat parliament, which saw itself weakening as a legislative body, and, in July 1948, the Khan's brother, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Abdul_Karim"��Prince Abdul Karim�, led the first armed revolt against the Pakistani government. The prince was originally a powerful governor of parts of Kalat, but that position ended with accession to Pakistan.


� See Selig Harrison, In Afghanistan’s Shadow: Baluch Nationalism and Soviet Temptation, Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1981. “At the height of the fighting in late 1974, American-supplied Iranian combat helicopters, some of them manned by Iranian pilots, joined the Pakistani Air Force in raids on Baluch guerrilla camps. These AH-1J Huey-Cobra helicopters provided the key to victory in a crucial battle at Chamakung in early September when a force of 17,000 guerrillas of the Marri tribe, one of the 27 major Baluch subdivisions, was decimated.


“... Allowing for distortion by both sides, nearly 55,000 Baluch were fighting in late 1974, some 11,500 of them in organized, hard-core units. At least 3,300 Pakistani military men and 5,300 Baluch guerrillas as well as hundreds of women and children caught in the crossfire, were killed in the four year war


“Although military conflict between the Baluch and the central government dates from the creation of Pakistan in 1947, the wanton use of superior firepower by the Pakistani and Iranian forces during the 1973-1977 conflict instilled in the Baluch feelings of unprecedented resentment and a widespread hunger for a chance to vindicate their martial honor.”14


� Pp 238 The Great Gamble by  Gregory Feifer ;Harper ISBN 978-0-06-114318-2


� Captain David Lausman of the aircraft carrier USS George Washington discussed the significance of the event: "Today, we are operating in international water demonstrating our work with specifically this partner, Vietnam, and this specific area," said Captain Lausman. "But, the same procedure goes throughout the entire world, whether it is us or any other navy that every country has the inherent right to operate peacefully in every international water space." www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/US-Vietnam-to-Launch-Unprecedented-Naval-Exercises-100348919.html


� One cannot help but recall a few lines from the lyrics of the folk song “What did you learn in school today, dear little boy of mine” made popular by the singer Pete Seeger. The lines go “ I learned that war is never so bad/ I learned of the great ones we had/ We fought in Germany/ We fought in France/ And someday I will get my chance! That’s what I learned in school today/ that’s what I learned in school today.”


� http://bellum.stanfordreview.org/?p=2184:The concept of strategic depth originated out of Pakistan’s troubled relationship with Afghanistan during the Cold War, when the Soviet Union and India used Afghan territory to operate against Pakistan. Strategic depth can best be understood as a defensive posture in which a country seeks to expand its presence across geographic boundaries. This expansion allows the country to prevent an adversary from using additional territory to launch attacks. The country can also disperse assets (especially nuclear weapons) into the expanded territory, increasing its ability to absorb an attack and strike back. General Mirza Aslam Beg, Pakistani army chief from 1988-1991, was credited with the authorship of strategic depth. In his view, it was a way of securing ‘Islamic Depth’ in the west and counterbalancing the conventionally superior ‘Hindu India’. This could been done by strengthening diplomatic and military relations with Afghanistan and the Arab world so that in the worst-case scenario of India invading and overrunning Pakistan, the Army High Command could relocate west and use Afghanistan to roll back India. The concept of strategic depth has now developed through repeated crises and confrontations with India and is intimately connected to second-strike capability and nuclear doctrine. Because of the geographic size and overall economy of the contrasting countries, Pakistan fears that with a lack of strategic depth, India would be able to divide the country or threaten its territorial integrity.


� I shall be telling this with a sigh  Somewhere ages and ages hence:  Two roads diverged in a wood, and I--  I took the one less traveled by,  And that has made all the difference  ...Robert Frost





