Patience Running Thin!
What happened at the post-meeting press conference of the Indian and Pakistani foreign ministers seemed to have come as a bit of a surprise to most observers here, when if recent events were objectively analysed it was inevitable. Recent gains made by Pakistan for its "running with the hare and hunting with the hounds" policies, seen in its open support of certain Afghan factions and Taliban groups and its acquiescence to American use of its territory and airspace in its war on Islamic terror, seem to give it a sense of vindication. 
It seems clear to the Americans that no war on terror is possible without Pakistan, which also means no exit from Afghanistan is possible without Pakistan and they is now an apparent US acceptance of the two tracked and two timing ways of the Pakistan Army and its intelligence agency. Yesterday Hillary Clinton was forced to admit that high Pakistan officials were in the know about the whereabouts of Osama bin Laden, a day after she announced an additional $500 million as aid. It would seem that the USA has little choice other than placating Pakistan. Even the beleaguered Afghan President, Hamid Karzai, seems to now believe that the keys to salvation are held by the Pakistanis. 
India on the other hand, after its recent US granted access to the incarcerated Islamic terrorist Daoud Sayeed Gilani aka David Coleman Headley and his revelations in the presence of US officials, was feeling that it had Pakistan cornered and had the USA on its side. Apparently it is not Pakistan alone that is hunting with the hare and running with the hounds? Thus, while India felt that it could make the export of terrorism the focus of the agenda, Pakistan seemed to feel that the time was right to put the "K" in Pakistan back as the main topic of the Indo-Pak discourse.
With such different perceptions on what should be the main focus of the resumed dialogue, it was bound to fail. This brought to an abrupt end the pantomime between the two countries of what became to be called "the peace process." The essential reality on the ground is that Kashmir is still a major bone of contention and Pakistan will not be complete without it and India will be considerably diminished without it. What we seem to have forgotten is that there are two viscerally opposed ideologies and national identities squared off against each other. India sees itself as a multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-denominational modern and secular nation state where religion is a private matter, to Pakistan religion is the very basis of existence. While Pakistan sees itself as the inheritor of the thousand years of Islamic domination of India, India sees itself as an inclusive and composite nation whose image of itself is enshrined in the opening sentence of its Constitution that defines it as a secular and socialist republic. Thus, while Pakistan's claim over Kashmir is based on religion, India's insistence on Kashmir is based on the vision of its founding fathers.
Foreign Minister SM Krishna's supine demeanour in the face of his Pakistan counterparts verbal aggression, boorishness and chicanery at the press conference, and ludicrous equating of Hafizullah Sayeed's incendiary attacks on India with Home Secretary Pillai's affirmation of the ISI's hand in the 26/11 terrorist attacks in Mumbai has all of us very angry. Then Krishna rubs salt on our collective wounds by suggesting that Pillai spoke out of time! This only reinforces the feeling that our diplomacy is more geared towards creating a self deluding make believe world of bonhomie than in espousing the country's true concerns and interests. Either this job is out of Krishna's zone of competence and understanding, or the directions he has is all wrong.
Heavens are not going to fall if we do not engage Pakistan for a while. It might even be prudent to let them stew a bit in their own jihadi juices. On the other hand if certain ethnic minorities such as the Baluch strive for self determination, there is no reason why India should not lend them at least moral support. We must not forget that Pakistan was forged by the forcible occupation of Baluchistan and without seeking the consent of the NWFP and the tribal people of what is now called the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). The Pakistanis must be made to realize that self-determination is  a two edged sword and can be made to cut both ways. 
In the meantime Pakistan must also be made to know that another terrorist attack emanating from its territory will meet with not very symmetrical consequences. We must draw a leaf from Hillary Clinton's warning to Pakistan of harsh consequences if attacks like the failed bombing at New York's Times Square succeed in the USA. Our military must be tasked to draw up options and be ready to retaliate on attack.
It's now back to square one. Pakistan has waged proxy wars on India for over three decades.  India's patience is now running thin. And its patience with its government is also running thin.
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